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tive, part in the long-drawn farce of the Peking
negotiations. At one stage he had negotiated with.
the British Minister (at Tientsin) in regard to the
Commission of Inquiry, arranged for the appointment
thereon of his brother Li Han-chang, and at the same
time had pledged the Government to serious con-
sideration of Sir Thomas Wade's demands. * But such
conciliatory measures as lie had promised had all
been promptly repudiated by the Yamen, and matters
had relapsed into the status quo ante.

The Chefoo Convention, in which the Margary case
was finally disposed of, was a notable triumph for
Li Hung-chang's diplomacy as High Commissioner,
and nothing more.   It left no room for doubt as to
his remarkable talent in the matter of setting one
barbarian against the other and in judging to a nicety
the aggressive capabilities of his opponents.    Long
before his own emergence upon the scene, he had so
directed the course of negotiations at Peking that
the Yunnan outrage had gradually become  inextri-
cably mixed up with the question of the revision of
the Treaty of Tientsin, a question in which the Chinese
Government took much more interest than in the
murder of a British official, and in which other Treaty
Powers were equally interested.    Having achieved
this result and complicated the issues, it was an easy
matter for him to persuade the representatives of
France, Germany, Russia, the United States, and
other Powers that they were directly interested in
the " commercial questions " to be discussed at the
Chefoo Conference (into which the British Minister
had been beguiled), and to obtain from them much
valuable   information   and   advice?  in   return  for
promises of the kind which competitive diplomacy